Name: __________________________________	Period:		1	4	5	7	Date: _______________
EFFECTIVE PARAGRAPH WRITING NOTES AND PRACTICE
Goal of Writing
It’s important to have a goal for anything you do, especially when you are writing. If you lack a goal, then you lack focus and you end up wasting your time and your reader’s time. 
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
When making an argument your goal is to: _________________________________________________________
Effective Paragraph Writing
A paragraph is a series of sentences that start with a topic sentence to introduce the focus of the paragraph and then goes through a series of support and supporting details. The support and supporting details help to develop the topic that the paragraph revolves around, showing a variety of information.
Look at the following paragraph and then pull out the information:
Three Kinds of Bullies
	These are three kinds of bullies in schools. First of all, there are the physical bullies. They are the bigger or meaner kids who try to hurt kids who are small or unsure of themselves. They’ll push other kids off swings, trip them in the halls, or knock books out of their hands. They’ll also wait for kids after school and slap them, yank their hair, or throw them to the ground. They do their best to frighten kids and make them cry. Another kind of bully is the verbal bully. This kind tries to hurt with words, rather than with fists. Elementary-school kids many call each other “dummy” or “weirdo,” and as kids get other, their words carry even more sting. “You are such a loser,” those bullies will tell their victim, making sure there is a crowd nearby to hear. “Where did you get that sweater—a trash bin?” The worst kind of bully is the social bully. Social bullies realize that they can make themselves feel powerful by making other feel unwanted. Bullies choose their victims and then do all they can to isolate them. They roll their eyes and turn away in disgust if the victim people try to talk to them. They move away if a victim sits near them at lunch. They make sure the unwanted ones know about the games and parties they aren’t invited to. Physical, verbal and social bullies all have the same ugly goal: to hurt and humiliate others.
What is the goal of the above paragraph? ___________________________________________________________________
I.  (What is the topic of the paragraph?) Topic: _________________________________________________________
What are the three types of support that are provided to support her claim? 
A. Supporting (reason): ________________________________________________________________________
1. Supporting detail (evidence): __________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Supporting (reason): ________________________________________________________________________
1. Supporting detail (evidence): __________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Supporting (reason): ________________________________________________________________________
1. Supporting detail (evidence): __________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What makes this an effective paragraph?
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Building an Outline
An outline is a way to organize your ideas so when you go to write you can focus on developing quality sentences and your ideas flow logically. An outline consists of brief phrases, NOT SENTENCES, flowing from topics, support, supporting detail, aided by transitions. 
OUTLINE TEMPLATE:
I. ___________________________________________
A. ____________________________________
A. _____________________________
A. _____________________________
B. ____________________________________
B. _____________________________
B. _____________________________
C. ____________________________________
C. _____________________________
C. _____________________________
D. _____________________________________
TOPIC STENTNECE:
· Color: _______________________
· Outline: ___________________________________________________________________________________
· Purpose: __________________________________________________________________________________
· Other: ____________________________________________________________________________________
SUPPORT (REASONS):
· Color: _______________________
· Outline: ___________________________________________________________________________________
· Purpose: __________________________________________________________________________________
· Other: ____________________________________________________________________________________
SUPPORTING DETAIL (EVIDENCE):
· Color: _______________________
· Outline: ___________________________________________________________________________________
· Purpose: __________________________________________________________________________________
· Other: ____________________________________________________________________________________
TRANSITION:
· Color: _______________________
· Outline: ___________________________________________________________________________________
· Purpose: __________________________________________________________________________________
· Other: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Reading this paragraph, we will work backwards to extract an outline that the author followed when writing the paragraph. 
A Vote for Uniforms
	High school should require all student to wear uniforms. First of all, uniforms would save money for parents and children. Families could simply buy two or three inexpensive uniforms. They would not have to constantly pour out money for designer jeans, fancy sneakers, and other high-priced clothing. Also, an advantage of uniforms is that students would not have to spend time worrying about clothes. They could get up every day knowing what they were wearing to school. Their attention could then be focused on schoolwork and learning and not on making a fashion statement. Finally, uniform would help all students get along better. Well-off students would not be able to act superior by wearing expensive clothes, and students from modest backgrounds would not have to feel inferior because of lower-costs wardrobes. All in all, requiring uniform would better parent’s finances and student learning experience?
What was the author’s goal in writing this paragraph? _______________________________________________________
I. (What is the topic of the paragraph?) Topic: __________________________________________________________
What are the three types of support that are provided to support her claim? 
A. Supporting (reason): ________________________________________________________________________
1. Families could just buy two or three inexpensive uniforms
2. Supporting detail (evidence): _______________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Supporting (reason): ________________________________________________________________________
1. Students would know what they were going to wear every day
2. Supporting detail (evidence): ______________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Support (reason): ___________________________________________________________________________
1. Well-off students would not be able to act superior
2. Supporting detail (evidence): ______________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. Conclusion: ____________________________________________________________________________________
What is an effective paragraph? Why or why not? __________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Good Supporting Details
· Specific Supporting Detail: __________________________________________________________________________
· General Supporting Detail: __________________________________________________________________________

Label wish supporting detail is specific and which is general based on the support provided. 
A. Support: My sister is very aggressive.
_______ 1. Her aggressiveness is apparent in her personal life in the way she acts around guys. She is never shy in social situations. In her job, she does not hesitate to be aggressive because she thinks that doing so will help her succeed.
_______ 2. When she meets a guy she likes, she is quick to say, “Let’s go out some time.” In her job as a furniture sales person, she will be aggressive by following potential customers out onto the sidewalk as she tries to convince them to buy an item from the store. 
B. Support: Our new kitten causes us lots of trouble.
_______ 1. He has shredded the curtains in my bedroom with his claws. He nearly drowned when he crawled into the washing machine. My hands look like raw hamburger from his playful bites and scratches.
_______ 2. It seem he destroys everything he touches. He’s always getting into places where he doesn’t belong. Sometimes he plays too roughly, and that can be painful. 
C. Support: My landlord is a softhearted person.
_______ 1. Even though he wrote them himself, he sometimes ignores the official apartment rules in order to make his tenants happy.
_______ 2. Although the lease agreement states, “No pets,” he brought my daughter a puppy after she told him how much she missed having one. 
D. Support: Some children expect their parents to do all the household chores.
_______ 1. They expect hot meals to appear on the table as if by magic. After eating, they go off to work or play, never thinking about who’s going to do the dishes. They drop their dirty laundry in their room, assuming that Mom will attend to it and return clean, folded clothes. 
_______ 2. They don’t give any thought to what must be done so that they will not go hungry. They don’t take responsibility for the work that’s needed to keep the household organized, and they act as if their parents are servants hired to clean up after them and take care of their needs.
When would you want to use general supporting details?
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
When would you want to use specific supporting details?
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Is one better than the other for an argumentative paper? WHY? ______________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does it mean to have evidence that is relevant and sufficient? ___________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why would this be important for an argumentative essay? ___________________________________________________________

Transitions
Transitional phrases and sentences serve an important organizational function to help the author move the reader from topics, supports, and supporting details. Every paragraph ends with a transition sentence and within the paragraph the author uses transitional phrase. 
Underline all of the transitional phrase that are used in the following paragraph:

A Terrible Roommate
	Choosing Dawn as a roommate was a mistakes. For one thing, Dawn was a truly noisy person. She talked loudly, she ate loudly, and she snored loudly. She never just watched TV or listened to a CD. Instead, she did both at once. I’d walk into the apartment with my hands clapped over my ears and turn off the first noise making machine I reached. Then I would hear her cry out, “I was listening to that.” Secondly, Dawn had not sense of privacy. She would come into my bedroom even while I was dressing. She’d sit down on my bed for a chat while I was taking a nap. Once she even came into the bathroom while I was taking a bath. Last of all, Dawn had too many visitors. I would return to the apartment after an evening out and trip over one or more of Dawn’s sisters, cousins, or friends asleep on our living room floor. Dawn’s visitors would stay for days, eating our groceries and tying up the bathroom and telephone. After one month, I told Dawn to find another place to live.
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TRANSITIONAL PHRASE BANK


Addition
· furthermore
· moreover
· too
· also
· in the second place
· again
· in addition
· even more
· next
· further
· last, lastly
· finally
· besides
· and, or, nor
· first
· second, secondly, etc.
Exemplification or Illustration
· to illustrate
· to demonstrate
· specifically
· for instance
· as an illustration
· e.g., (for example)
· for example
Comparison
· in the same way
· by the same token
· similarly
· in like manner
· likewise
· in similar fashion
Contrast
· yet
· and yet
· nevertheless
· nonetheless
· after all
· but
· however
· though
· otherwise
· on the contrary
· in contrast
· notwithstanding
· on the other hand
· at the same time
Clarification
· that is to say
· in other words
· to explain
· i.e., (that is)
· to clarify
· to rephrase it
· to put it another way
Cause
· because
· since
· on account of
· for that reason
Effect
· therefore
· consequently
· accordingly
· thus
· hence
· as a result
Purpose
· in order that
· so that
· to that end, to this end
· for this purpose
Qualification
· almost
· nearly
· probably
· never
· always
· frequently
· perhaps
· maybe
· Although
Summary
· to summarize
· in sum
· [bookmark: _GoBack]in brief
· to sum up
· in short
· in summary
Conclusion
· in conclusion
· to conclude
· finally


